Pagesshowing billhooksfrom the 1899 Catalogue of Isaac Nash
Wollaston Mills, nr Stourbridge.

Edgetool making had been established in the village of Belbroughton in the 15
century when John Wdkem establshed a scythe marfacturers therelsaac
Nash started an edge toolisiness in 1842, with two helpers and in 1873
bought out the Waldromworks.Nash died in 1877 (or 18887&)d the business
continuedto flourish with theacquisitionof Fussells of Mells in 18%hd a lease
on the fages at Wollaston Mills i&tourbridgel896. The Fuss@lworks wee
closed about 189and manufactureandsome staff from Somersetransferred
to the Stourbridge siteNash continued to manuféare toolsbearing boththe
NASH and FUSSHUPRPOVED trademarks, inventing a néwstamp to match
the existingN one. Billhooks were usually marked NASH in an incised stamp
with a serrated (zigeg) border. The Nstamp, or SAAC NASMas rarely used on
billhooks, butcommon on reaghooks, sickles ahhay knivesSeparate
catabgueswere still being issuetbr Nash and Fussell todlalthough only the
1895 cataloge of Fussell is known to exisbut post WW1 Nash catalogues
show both ranges

The original catalogues are from the collection of Jane Rees, Vice taside
TATHS, and are reproduced hé&er with her kindpermission









